
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
This term has shown me how resilient we all are despite the constant 
challenges being thrown at us. Thank you for your support and I hope as we 
make our way into the holidays that we will all be well and able to enjoy 
them. 
This year we welcome five new students and their families. We hope that 
they enjoy their time at Kilparrin and being part of our community. 
Room 1 Senul Dias and Sophie Carrabs, KELC Tomas Uosef Room 2 
Samuel Tilly Room 3 Tessa Downie. 
Our Governing Council consists of Melissa Styles (Chairperson), Jacqui 
Griffin (Vice chair), Tiffany Blackford (Secretary) and Vikki Spencer. If you 
have anything that you wish to be discussed at Governing Council please 
contact either Melissa or myself. 
A lot of families have participated in their child’s One Child One Plan. I am 
impressed with the goals that have been set for students and the strategies 
developed to support them to achieve positive outcomes. Our classrooms 
are busy places where students are engaged in learning. Therapists have 
returned and value add to student learning, health and wellbeing. 
We are at the stage of calling for tenders for the redevelopment of Room 
1-3. The concept is that the enclosed areas will be removed and each class
will have an individual multipurpose room. The rooms will have connecting
doors with each other as well as into the classrooms. Unlike Room 4 and 5
the external walls will not be removed. The work shouldn’t be as impacting
except access will be more difficult. We are hoping the walls will be precast
off site as previously.
Staff have been attending Professional Learning online and face to face.
Some of the training has been with Berry Street with a focus on childhood
trauma and strategies to support children and families, PODD training and
the AGOSCI National Tour with Fiona Beauchamp focusing on
understanding movements for accessing technology and communication
(Fiona is from Melbourne and previously  spent two days at Kilparrin
working with students, families and staff).
I hope you all continue to make a speedy recovery. If there is anything we
can do to support you please do not hesitate to contact me, or Rachel Week
1 and 2 of next term as I will be on Long Service Leave.
Have a good Easter and happy holidays.

Kind regards 
Cathy 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Do you have any news 

to share with us?  

Please contact Emma!



Room One is off to a busy start for 2022! We 
have welcomed new faces into our classroom 
and have spent this term learning our schedule, 
routine, and developing our friendships. We 
have started up our weekly horse-riding 
adventures and we are also swimming weekly 
at the Marion Aquatic Centre. These weekly 
excursions are not only fun and beneficial to our 
physical health, but they also provide us with 
unique sensory experiences that exercise our 
vestibular and proprioceptive senses.  We also 
u s e t h e e x c u r s i o n s t o d e v e l o p o u r 
communication skills by practicing in new 
environments and with new communication 
partners.  

Room One has also been busily working 
through the beginning of the alphabet for our 
Weekly Focus items. Each week we take a 
letter, colour, or shape and we spend the week 
learning all about it. We will also use the 
Weekly Focus to guide our cooking sessions for 
the week by cooking something that begins with 
the letter. For example, we baked banana bread 
for the letter B, we made sushi when learning 
about circles, and we made Fairy Bread for the 
letter F!  Cooking is not only important for 
developing our independent life skills from the 
Expanded Core Curriculum, but it is also a fun 
w a y t o l e a r n m a t h s c o n c e p t s l i k e 
measurements and weights. We are also 
building our literacy skills when reading and 
following recipes.  What an exciting start to the 
year!  
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ROOM 1 Ariya, Lucas, 
Nathaniel, Senul, 
Sophie & Tomas



Lindsey, Desi, Lauren M, Emma P, Jade & 
Elisha 

This term has been an interesting journey for 
the students and staff in Room 2! We have now 
settled into our routine and students are 
enjoying their time at school. Our literacy 
focuses this term has been the books “Clumsy 
Crab” by Ruth Galloway and “The Rainbow 
Fish” by Marcus Pfister. In week 11, we will be 
going on an excursion to The Marine Discovery 
Centre to further our understanding of the 
ocean and sustainability.  

Students have been engaged in experiences to 
develop functional vision, and we have 
introduced some new lights to our classroom, 
which they have enjoyed. We have continued to 
focus on wellbeing, providing students with a 
variety of position changes throughout the day. 
A range of communication systems are being 
explored in Room 2. Along with students’ 
individual communication systems, we have 
been incorporating lots of switches throughout 
the classroom, games and stories that promote 
fine motor and switching skills, and learning 
more about the best way for each student to 
communicate. 
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ROOM 2 Hudson  S, 
Madeeha, Oliver 
Samuel & Tahliyah



Jess, Donna, Meenu & Elisha 

Hi everyone! 
It was lovely to see all the students were happy 
and eager to come back to school after the 
holidays. It has been a busy start to the year for 
Room 3. We have spent some time getting to 
know each other and setting up our new 
classroom routines. I am very proud of how the 
students have responded to a new teacher and 
support staff in their room.  

We have enjoyed exploring lots of hands-on 
activities with connections to our Literacy and 
Numeracy focuses. We read a book everyday 
for a fortnight and participate in a variety of 
activities responding to what we have read.  

Room 3 have enjoyed some cooking this term. 
We made cupcakes for Leon’s birthday, 
playdough for creating, some cinnamon 
doughnut pancakes which were delicious and 

ROOM 3 Bjay, Leo, Leon,  
Lola & Sam

TERM 1 CLASSROOM NEWS 1 APRIL 2022



banana smoothies which were a big hit with 
Leo. 

On March 21st we celebrated Harmony Day by 
wearing orange, decorating kites and sang a 
beautiful Malaysian song. We also painted our 
hands to create handprints around Australia to 
signify that ‘Everybody Belongs”.  

We are very proud of the work we have 
achieved and are looking forward to more with 
an easter theme in the coming weeks. 

Thank You 

Robyn, Sue, Nikki, Lauren N & Karly 

This term in Room 4 we have focused on art 
literacy activities. Students have enjoyed 
learning about the elements of art. So far 
students have learned about line, shape and 
texture in art. Each week we explore an 
element of art by learning the related 
vocabulary and through active and tactile 
learning experiences. Students have enjoyed 
‘going on a line hunt’ around the schoolyard, 
finding textures in nature and watching neon 
ballerinas making lines and shapes as they 
move. We look forward to more art adventures 
throughout the year.  

ROOM 4 Allira, Georgia, 
Hudson G, Isaac, 
Tessa & Trinity
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Martine, Tanja, Leanne, Gill, Judy, Jayne & 
Maya 

Room 5 welcomed a new teacher in 2022, 
Ronel Lombard as well as 2 new students from 
Room 4, Shaun and Adam.  
This term has been a very busy term and we 
have had many projects on the go which have 
been tied in with the students modified SACE 
program and link with the Expanded Core 
Curriculum. This included starting the process 
of creating a garden at the back of the school. 
Bunnings will support us in creating garden 
beds of vegetables, herbs and succulents. 
Students participated in cooking and explored a 
variety of smoothie ingredients and tasted the 
smoothies.  
On a Friday afternoon students take part in a 
variety of work skills to prepare for post school 
options. Felix trialled his new eye gaze system 
and Tom loved using the Tap-It. Shaun enjoyed 
collecting washing from all the classrooms and 
putting it in the washing machine. 
Many thanks to all the students and staff from 
Room 5 who help us make all the wonderful 
explorations possible. 
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ROOM 5 Adam, Brooke,  
Felix, Logan,  
Shaun & Tom



Ronel, Tanja, Amy, Steph & Georgia 

It has been a great start to the year in Music. 
The classes have been learning about “old 
school hip hop” music, listening to different 
songs and enjoying our song called “Hey You”. 
Students have started creating a rap about their 
class, and we will eventually put it all together 
for a whole school rap. We have also been 
learning a Malaysian song called Wau Balun for 
our Harmony Day get together. Students have 
enjoyed finding different ways to make body 
percussion throughout this song. 

We have begun learning the music for our 
Music For All Project which will be held in Week 
5 of Term 2. This is a similar design to Fancy 
Pants that we did back in 2019. This time, we 

have had a story written for us, music 
composed for us and an artist has created 
artwork to compliment it. The story is called 
“The Nest”. We look forward to workshops next 
term to help create the performance. More to 
come next term about this! 
Festival of Music Choir has started rehearsals. 
This year we have students from Ascot Park 
Primary joining us and we have our Year 5 and 
6 students from Kilparrin involved. We had 
Robyn Filmer, the conductor from the Festival of 
Music, come and run a session.  We are looking 
forward to getting to know the Ascot Park 
students over the coming year. 

Lucy Standish (music teacher) 
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In STEM this term, Rooms 1, 2 and 3 have 
been learn ing abou t movement . The 
classrooms have explored movement in and out 
of the classroom. The students went on a walk 
in the school yard to look for different objects 
that could move. They have also explored 
different ways they can make their bodies 
move. We have been learning about positional 
language, which is the language we use every 
day when we talk about where something or 
someone is, e.g, over, under, beside, 
underneath.  

Thanks, Room 1, 2 and 3 

Desi Giotas 

Hi Parents and Families of Kilparrin,  
My name is Alyssa, and I am a pre-service 
teacher from Flinders University. I have been 
placed at Kilparrin for my final teaching 
placement which comprises of 1 day a week for 
the first term and a 6-week block in the second 
term. I am studying a Bachelor of Secondary 
Teaching and a Bachelor of Special Education, 
and as a result, I will be spending most of my 
placement in Room 4. I have loved my 
experiences already getting to see all the 
classrooms in action. I love the education field 
and coming to Kilparrin has really opened up 
my eyes and allowed me to experience a wider 
range of ideas, concepts and learning strategies 
which I haven’t experienced before. I am 
looking forward to continuing my learning 
journey here and getting to know all of the 
students more.  
This is me, so if you see me around, don’t be 
afraid to say hello and introduce yourself.  
Thanks. 

 

Alyssa 

  

I can't believe Term 1 is almost over already, I 
feel like the new school year has only just 
begun. I would like to welcome back our past 
students and extend a special welcome to all of 
our new families. The beginning of the year 
started a little different but it's great to see all 
the children back and enjoying their learning 
again. 

The Governing Council has met and a new 
committee was formed: Jacqui Griffin, Tiffany 
Blackford, Vikki Spencer and myself. Please 
feel welcome to approach any of these parent 
members at any time if there is something 
specific you would like raised at a committee 
meeting. 
As a committee we are looking forward to 
another purposeful year with the opportunity to 
work together for our families and community. 

I'm looking forward to catching up for a coffee 
and welcoming the new families on Friday 8th 
April, hope you can all join us. 

Melissa Styles  
Governing Council Chairperson
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STEM 
Science, Technology, Engineering & 

Mathematics

STUDENT PLACEMENT GOVERNING COUNCIL
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